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This photograph captures a figure standing on a beach with turquoise waves and a dynamic sky as
the backdrop. The person wears a white bodysuit with translucent puff sleeves and a headpiece
made of cowrie shells that cascade over their face, flowing in the ocean breeze. Their hands rest
gently on their chest and abdomen in a gesture that evokes calm and introspection. The image, titled
Sea Whispers for Mami Wata at the Shore of Guanahani (2022) by Adama Delphine Fawundu,
connects the spiritual and ancestral symbolism of water with the African diaspora’s ongoing dialogue
with memory and identity. The cowrie shells, symbols of wealth, femininity, and divine connection,
extend the work’s meditation on the ocean as both a site of passage and renewal.
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